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F.tyci!chj}Ma\ainyyiiikk*, and think my time well fpent in receiving a full 
fat/sfaction of the ungroundednefs of my opinion; andreadily (ubm?! toths 
Author , with a grateful acknowledgement of my Obligation to any one, that 
fhsll reilifie me in my miftake , if it be one. 

Ohfervabks 
Touching Petrification. 

THoiighmuchhath been already faid and written of Petrif cation ^ yzt 
'tis conceived > th.u all that comes fo far lliort of a competent ftock for 
the compofing of aperfeft Hifioryof Fetr'ipcatioit., that the incompletenefs 
thereof ought to awaken the more diligent attention of the Curious, and to 
call in their aid for Additions , thereby fo to increafe and to complete the 
Materials for that work , that it may the better feive to clear and make out 
the Caufe of that Tranfmutation. And nhat the rather,becaure if it lay in the 
power of humane Skill (by the knowledge of Natures works) to raile 
Fetrificatioy! y or to a Hay, or prevent it, or to order and dired it (which 
perchance in time might be attained the faid way ) m.uch ufe might be m.ade of 
this Art J eipecially if it could be m.ade applicable to hinder the Generation 
of the Stone and Gravel in humane Bodies, or to diflolvetheStone , where 
'tis formed ; bcfidcs other valuable Ufes , that might be excogitated. 

Upon this Confideration , care «•, and further will he taken in thefe Papers, 
to record , among other Obfervables of Nature , v\hat fliall be communi-' 
catedof this kindof (rA<?»^i?, 

In Nmnh. 1.2. and 5 . levecal Relations have been made belonging to this 
Argument. Much of it , together with confiderable Refiefiions may be 
lecn in Mr. Boyle's Ejj\'j oiFirmnefs : In Belmont 3e Liihiaft, where, amorg 
other rtmarques , is recited the 'lefiimonyof Farattt ^ of zPetrifedChiid, 
ieenatP-sr/^j, and by the Owner life d for a wheifione-. In Denfa^ims Hl- 
iloria Infant is in jildomlae inventi ■, ^ in duritiem lafideam com'erji : In 
Mt. Hookas Micrographjf ^ and in others. To omit now , what has been 
related ( but perhaps not well enough attefted ) by Authors, concerning t.he 
iiupendioos Petrifications of whole Companies of Men, and Troops of Cat- 
tie ; by yiveni\>!p[s lib. 7. AnnaL Bcjor^m ; by PHrchoi in his Pilgrimage p. 
4: 6. in fol. printed at London 1 1514. and, (of a Troop oiSfamfh Horfemen) 
by Jof. Acofia lib. $. c. p. 

To all which , the Curious T}r.Beateno\v adds a Narrative of a Stone, not 
long fince taken out of the Womb of a Woman of his neighbourhood i:eer 
Trent in Somerfciihlre , by incilion , and afterwari's perfectly cured, though 
Jlie had born the Stone with extreme torments for S. or <7-. years. The ope- 
ration he relates to hjve been made in Eafter lail ; after which time , he af- 
firnv to have fesn the Stone, and wcigh'd it in Gold-Scales, where it wan- 
ted fotn«wb.;t of four Ounces , but had loll of the weight, it formerly had , 
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being very light for a Stone of that Bulk. He further defcribes it to be of i 
yvhitith colour, lighter than Alli-coloar ; perchance {faith he) not unJikc 
to that recited out oiScaliger by M. Poyle in his jEjT'y ^f Firmncfs pag 238, 
^ul a'cris contain pafiea ifigypfeam turn ffcdent titm firmkati^ti co^Hcreverat. 
icbidnodeep afpeficies, and had fbmewhat of an Oval figure, ouc [tint 
one end, than a Hen-JEgge , and bigger and blunter at the ouicr , vhaa a 
Goofe egge. 

This Stone (fo he concludes) isintendedfor the i8<'y'»/5*c(V.?y, vvitb the 
Tellioiony of AQChirnrglony tnat perforn^.'d the Operation, and other Wi:- 
nefles of fpcciil credit ; where ahb will be annexed the f^tar.fier of 
Operation. 

It appears by this iaft claufe (to add that on this occafion) that this Well- 
wiiliec to the Improvement of all ufefull knowledge , has taken notice of that 
considerable CdU^lio^ of Curiojities y\htib/ prefented to the lately nam'd 
Society for their Refoftorj ^ by that Publick-minded Centleman Mr. 'D^- 
mel Coliv^li, a very worthy and ufeful Member of that Body : To which 
Repofitory vvhatfoevet is prefented as rare and curious, will be with great 
care, together with the 'Djmrs names and their BentfictHCi recorded, and the 
things preferved for ii.fter-ages, (probably much better and fafer, than in 
their own private Cabinets;) and in progreisof TimewiK be employed for 
canfidcrable Philofophical and Ufefull pucpofes ; of which perhaps nv)re 
largely in anotherplace. 

A Relation 
Of a kJKdpfWormS; that sai out Stones, 

This is taken out of a Letter, written by one M. ie U Vjji to M. Ati^'.ut, 
to be found in the 3 2 . Joamai dcs Sciv^ihs ; as follows. 

IN a great and very ancient Wall of Free-Stonein the Beaedittltts ALhy at 
Caen'mNormandj/, facing Southward, there are to be found many Stones 
fo eaten by Worms, that one may run his hand into mo(i of the Cavities j 
which are varioufly faQiion'd, like the Stones, which I have feen wrought 
with 10 much Art in i\\t Louvre tin thefe cavi ties there is abundance oflive- 
Worms,their excrement, and of that Stone-dull, thsyeat. Between many 
ofthe Cavities there remain but leaves, as it were, of Stone, very thin, 
whichpart them. I have taken fome of thefe living Worms, which I found 
in the eaten Stone, and put them into a Box with feveral bits of the Stone, 
leaving them there together for the fpace of eight dayes ; and then opening 
the Box, the Stone fsem'd to me eaten fo fenfibly , that I could no longer 
doabtofit. Ifendyou the Box and the Stones in it, together with che living 
Worms; and tofatisfieyourCuriofity, I iliall relate to you, whdt I hive 
obferved of them, both tvith and mthotit a Micrcfco^t. 
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